
2008 Georgia Carriage Driving Association  
Course Design Clinic 

 
“Look in your rule book”!  This was a phrase that participants in the recent Course 
Design clinic sponsored by the Georgia Carriage Driving Association, heard more times 
than they could count over the three-day ADS/USEF-approved clinic.  Master clinician 
Margie Margentino did a super job of instilling this motto, saying the rules change 
frequently enough that what was true at the last show might not be true now. 
 

Participants and Clinician 
Left to right:  Pat and Sally Cheatham (pair turnout on left); John Mahlendorf; Claudia Delorme; Debra Wray; David 
Holec; Paul Nordan; Peggy Dills; Sue Hrizuk (Single carriage); Mary Deatherage; Wayne Deatherage; Tom Bowers; 
Margie Margentino; Peter Sloan; Janet Saxon; Chris Franklin; Chris Franklin, Jr; Donny and Laura Nuessle (Single 

turnout on right); and Buck-the-dog in front. 
 
The clinic was held at Tom and Charlene Hilgenberg’s Great Oaks Farm in Newnan, GA, 
also the site of the Great Oaks HDT coming again 25-26 April 2009.  Fifteen participants 
came from as far away as New York to take advantage of the opportunity to learn course 
design techniques from a long-time designer.  Margie, a USEF licensed CD with some 20 
–odd years of experience, spent the first day speaking about rules, obstacles, and shows 
she’s worked.  An outstanding slide presentation showed many different kinds of 
obstacles, their construction, and some potential pitfalls.  Saturday, we started the day by 
talking about how to design a cones course, and then out we went into the sunny but 
chilly December day and laid out a dressage course.  Emphasis was on finding a location 
with enough flat area to lay out the arena while fulfilling requirements for the judges’ 
booths and spectators.  Then, we set out a zig zag and an L-multiple for our cones and 
learned some great tricks of the trade!   
 



 
Margie demonstrates some cones course set up techniques 

 
After a hot, tasty lunch, the group broke into smaller groups and was each assigned an 
obstacle to gate.  By the end of the day, we’d all gone through the gating options that 
each group had decided on, with Margie asking questions designed to make us think 
about all the ways that drivers could choose to navigate the obstacle, and about how we 
might gate it differently to better ensure a safe trip for all levels of competitors.  
Throughout the weekend, Margie helped us to realize the difficulties involved in multi-
level courses – with safe, open routes for training level drivers, and more challenging 
options for the higher levels.  Good course design is crucial in the safety and success of 
any event!   
 
The final day dawned….cloudy and cold.  Just like marathon day!  Three of the 
participants had brought a horse in to drive our cones course and the obstacles.  Laura 
Nuessle, Sue Hrizuk and Sally Cheatham all willingly played “test subjects”.  They each 
drove the cones course once the right way (forward), and then drove it backwards.  The 
idea was to get their feedback on the course and for us to watch their drive, to see if we 
could spot areas that might could have been done better.  It was very interesting to see the 
training level horse, then the prelim-almost-intermediate horse and finally the pony pair – 
and see how it drove rather differently for each.  In the end, we decided that it was a great 
cones course – and it just might be seen in April!! 
 



 
Donny Nuessle "holds" auditor Kitty Corbett's hat as she prepares to navigate for Laura Nuessle 

 
The last activity of the clinic was to have each of our “competitors” drive the four 
obstacles we’d gated the day before.  We saw routes that we’d expected them to drive, 
and a few surprises.  Margie helped us talk through how we might re-gate to either 
change the option to one that was perhaps safer, but also to think through whether that 
was even what we would want to do.  And on one hazard, we discovered that we’d gated 
a route to be way more difficult than we’d imagined – and we worked as a group to come 
up with a better plan. 
 
In all, the participants agreed that this was a great clinic – everyone learned a lot!!  We all 
took our tests home with us, to be sent to Margie, along with a cones course design, in 
order to get credit for the clinic through the USEF. 
 
This clinic was, hopefully, the first in a series of educational, official-building education 
opportunities in the SE driving community.  Since officials represent one of the highest 
costs of running an event, it’s important to “grow” local talent that organizers can use.  
We hope that other clubs will host similar activities in the near future.   
 
So – remember to “Look at your rule book” and happy designing! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


