
 1

Press Release: For Immediate Release 
Contact: Denett Pimkowski, 585-924-9686 or 585-202-8322 
 

Granger Homestead and Carriage Museum Presents 
Second Annual “Carriages on the Lawn” 

 
The Carriage Association of America has designated May as National Carriage Driving 
Month.  In support of this celebration, the Granger Homestead and Carriage Museum 
presents “Carriages on the Lawn” on Sunday, May 17, 2009. This annual event displays 
carriages and sleighs on the front lawn of the Granger Homestead and Carriage Museum 
in Canandaigua, NY.  Similar to an antique car show, vehicle owners are invited to display 
their vehicles from 10 am to 4 pm. There is no cost for exhibitors.  
 
Visitors will have many things to do.  Visitors can talk to the carriage owners to discover 
what makes each vehicle special and unique. They can attend presentations about 
carriages, carriage maintenance and carriage traditions. They make take a tour of the 
Granger Mansion and Carriage Museum and participate in a scavenger game to identify 
carriage parts.  They can also cast their vote for the People’s Choice Award for displayed 
vehicles in the categories of two-wheeled vehicles, four-wheeled vehicles, sleighs, and 
“other” that includes agricultural and fire equipment.  For a separate fee, they may take an 
antique carriage ride on the Granger property.  
 
Area driving clubs are invited to bring carriages as well as information about their 
activities. An information table will be provided for each club to display photos, and club 
information. Driving clubs offer educational meetings, clinics and horse shows that help 
interested individuals learn about horses, carriages, and carriage driving.  
 
The Granger mansion was built in 1816 as the retirement home for Gideon Granger, who 
was Postmaster General (1800-1813) for Presidents Thomas Jefferson and James 
Madison. Four generations of the Granger family lived in the home.  It became the 
Granger Place School for Girls for 30 years (1876 – 1906) and was also used as a home 
for retired ministers for 15 years (1930-1945). The Granger Homestead Museum was 
established in 1946 to preserve this beautiful federal style home and gentleman’s farm that 
was built by the advisor to two presidents.  
 
The inspiration for a carriage museum started with one of the founding members, the 
Honourable Judge Joseph Cribb.  As a boy, Joe stabled his horse, Topsy, on the property. 
He was a carriage lover all his life. In the late 1940’s and 1950’s, people were discarding 
or destroying carriages as they made room for automobiles.  In an attempt to save these 
carriages from the bonfires, Joe asked the Granger Board if carriages could be stored in 
the Granger barns.  The board agreed and the carriage donations began.  In the early 
1960’s, the growing collection was organized, labelled for display, and the carriage 
museum opened.  Today, the Granger Homestead and Carriage Museum owns nearly 100 
carriages and horse drawn vehicles.  About 80 are on display for public viewing in three 
barns. Most of the carriages were built or used locally, making the Granger Carriages one 
of the premier public regional collections in the United States.  Visitors may easily 
imagine how Main Street in any Western New York town might have looked and how we 
travelled over 100 years ago. 
 
The Granger Homestead and Carriage Museum is a fun place throughout the year.  Guided 
tours of the mansion and carriage museum are available at the top of each hour between 1 
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and 4pm, June - October.  Each tour takes about 2 hours. With nearly 80 vehicles on 
display, visitors see the vast range of personal carriages, coaches, sleighs, and commercial 
vehicles that hustled and bustled in the past centuries.  On Fridays and Sundays, visitors 
may also take a narrated carriage tour in a restored antique surrey though the Canandaigua 
historic district, including the grounds of Sonnenberg Gardens and Mansion.  Our 
“Everyone On Wagonette” is wheelchair accessible, so even individuals with mobility 
challenges can “clip clop” back in time (by making advance reservations!)  In the winter, 
sleigh bells jingle as visitors skim over the lawns and through the woods in one of our 
three restored one-horse open sleighs.  The Granger carriages have also provided that 
“Cinderella Moment” for weddings the past 10 years. Nothing says love and marriage, like 
a proposal, in a horse-drawn carriage.  Our horses have delivered “Yes” answers on 14 
marriage proposals so far.  The Granger Homestead hosts many other education programs 
and special events such as: Kids Camp, Homestead Days, Country Fair and Chicken BBQ, 
Civil War re-enactments, Loaf and Ladle, Christkindl Market and Festival of Trees.  Visit 
the Granger Homestead and Carriage Museum at www.grangerhomestead.org.   
 
Please download a vehicle display information sheet from the website at 
www.grangerhomestead.org or log on for maps, driving directions and detailed 
information. You may also contact the Granger Homestead and Carriage Museum at 
info@grangerhomestead.org for more information. 
 

From 2008, in 1890 
attire, (left to right) 
Gail Knowlton, Carla 
DeMeco and Dawn 
Ziegler, examine a 
natural finish surrey 
with a fringed top 
donated to the 
museum by Nancy 
Harrington. The 
Granger Mansion is in 
the background. 
 
 
 
 
 

Jamie Hyde (in black 
hat and tie) discusses 
the restored Doctor’s 
Buggy with John 
Meisch.  This buggy 
also has sleigh 
runners for winter 
travel (shown on 
grass). This buggy is 
owned by Jamie Hyde 
and Dawn Ziegler.  
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(L to R) Bill 
Remley (Carriage 
Judge) Charles 
and Gail 
Knowlton, Dawn 
Ziegler and 
Linda Beaulieu 
(Carriage Judge) 
examine a 
modern cut-under 
wagonette with 
brakes and self-
supporting shafts. 
This vehicle 
belongs to 
Charles and Gail 
Knowlton. 
 
 
 
This elegant 
Victoria was 
donated to the 
Granger 
Homestead and 
Carriage 
Museum by the 
late Judge Joseph 
Cribb.  In 
addition to the 
beauty of the 
design, it is 
unique because it 
has no “reach” 
(structural 
support) 
connecting the 
front and back 
axles.  
 
 

 


